The Coming Civilization
determines our view of him, and that is obviously
an entirely materialistic valuation.
But if it is possible to misunderstand the meaning
of the term 'materialist', it is equally possible to
become confused in using terms which denote the
opposite of materialism. I shall use the word 'religion'
to imply this opposite, but it will be necessary, for
reasons which I shall explain presently, to interpret
that word in a wide sense. Also, I must make it
clear that by contrasting religion with materialism
I have not forgotten that Russian Communism is
essentially religious in many of its characteristics
and has been able to inspire the Russian people to
acts of willing self-sacrifice precisely because of its
religious implications.
The Issue between Materialism and Religion
It may be thought that in devoting the second
part of this book to such an issue I am revealing
myself to be a crank who happens to have a mania
for abstruse philosophical theories. But the critic
who thinks that I am making a mountain out of a
molehill will have parted company as much with
the Marxists as with religious people. The Marxist,
in practice, fully realizes the importance of this
issue, and that is why he takes such pains to educate
mankind out of religion. For, from his point of view,
religion is a dope which fogs men's minds; so long
as men are fettered by religious superstitions they
will be unable to press forward. Our mental outlook
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